Exceptions to the “I Before E” Rule
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The Rule

“‘i’ before ‘e’, except after ‘c’, or when sounding like ‘ay’, as in ‘neighbor’ and ‘weigh’.”

Note: Most scientific and mathematical words (e.g., eigenvector) have been omitted from these lists, but I’ve preserved a few.

Type-1 Exceptions ("e" before "i", with none of the special conditions of the rule applying)

Words formed by the combination of “re” and a word starting with “i”, e.g., “reiterate”, have been omitted from this list.

ageism

agreeing

albeit

apartheid

atheism

atheist

being

counterfeit(s)(er)(ers)

cueing

cuneiform

deify

deist

deity

dyeing

eider(down)

eidetic

either

epeirogeny

Fahrenheit

feisty

fleeing

foreign(er)

forfeit(ed)(s)

gneiss

heifer

height(s)

heinous

heterogeneity

homogeneity

inhomogeneity

kaleidoscope

leisure(ly)

leitmotif

marbleize

mythopoeia

mythopoeic

neither

nereid

nuclei

ogreish

plebeian

protein

queueing

reify

reimburse

reincarnate

reinforce(d)(s)

reinstate

reinterpret

reiterate

seeing

seismic

seismologist

seismology

seize

seizure

simultaneity

sovereign(s)

spontaneity

surfeit

velleity

weir

weird(er)(est)

zeitgeist
Type-2 Exceptions (words containing the letter sequence “cie”)

aberrancies

abeyancies

absorbencies

accuracies

agencies

ancien

ancient(s)(ness)

apostacies

appetencies

aristocracies

autocracies

bankruptcies

belligerencies

blatancies

boccie

bouncier

bounciest

bureaucracies

candidacies

captaincies

cenospecies

chancier

chanciest

chaplaincies

chieftaincies

clemencies

coefficient(s)

cogencies

colonelcies

competencies

concierge(s)

confederacies

congruencies

conscience(s)(less)

conscientious(ly)(ness)

conservancies

consistencies

conspiracies

constituencies

contingencies

contumacies

counterinsurgencies

curacies

currencies

decencies

deficiencies

deficiency

deficient(ly)

degeneracies

delegacies

delicacies

delinquencies

democracies

dependencies

despondencies

deviancies

dicier

diciest

diplomacies

discrepancies

dormancies

ecospecies

ecstacies

efficacies

efficiencies

efficiency

efficient(ly)

elegancies

emergencies

eminencies

episcopacies

equivalencies

errancies

excellencies

exigencies

expectancies

expediencies

facie

faciendum

facies

fallacies

fancied

fancier

fanciers

fancies

fanciest

farcies

financier(s)

fleecier

fleeciest

flippancies

flouncier

flounciest

fluencies

frequencies

geoscience

geoscientist(s)

glacier

glaciered

glaciers

grimacier

habitancies

hacienda

haciendas

hesitancies

icier

iciest

idiocies

idiosyncracies

illegitimacies

illiteracies

immediacies

immunodeficiencies

immunodeficiency

impertinencies

impotencies

inaccuracies

inadequacies

incipiencies

incompetencies

incompliancies

inconsistencies

incontinencies

incumbencies

indecencies

inefficiencies

inefficiency

inefficient

inefficiently

infancies

inhabitancies

insolvencies

insufficiencies

insufficiency

insufficient

insufficiently

insurgencies

interagencies

interdependencies

intermittencies

intersocietal

intimacies

intricacies

irrelevancies

irritancies

jouncier

jounciest

juicier

juiciest

justicies

kakistocracies

lacier

laciest

lambencies

lanciers

landocracies

latencies

legacies

legitimacies

leniencies

lieutenancies

liquefacient

literacies

locumtenencies

lucencies

lunacies

magistracies

malignancies

marshalcies

mendicancies

mercies

meritocracies

mincier

miscreancies

muncie

mutafacient

myxidiocies

nancies

nascencies

nescience

nescient

nescients

neuroscience

neuroscientist

neuroscientists

nonscientific

normalcies

obduracies

objicient

obstinacies

occupancies

omniscience

omniscient

omnisciently

opulencies

overconscientious

papacies

parturifacient

patencies

permanencies

pernancies

pertinencies

pharmacies

pichiciego

piquancies

piracies

pliancies

plutocracies

policies

polypharmacies

polyvalencies

potencies

potencieses

pregnancies

prelacies

prepotencies

prescience

prescient(ly)

prescientific

presidencies

pricier

priciest

primacies

primafacie

privacies

proficiency

proficient(ly)

prophecies

pseudofarcies

pseudoscientific(ally)

pungencies

racier

raciest

radiancies

radiolucencies

rampancies

reagencies

recalcitrancies

recencies

recumbencies

redundancies

refringencies

regencies

regnancies

relevancies

residencies

respondencies

rubefacient

saliencies

sapiencies

satisfaciendum

saucier

sauciest

science

sciences

scienter

sciential

scientific

scientifically

scientism

scientist

scientistic

scientists

Scientology

secrecies

self-sufficiency

self-sufficient

societal

societies

society

solvencies

specie

species

spicier

spiciest

sprucier

sufficiencies

sufficiency

sufficient(ly)

superficies

superintendencies

superpotencies

surrogacies

tangencies

tenancies

tendencies

tendencieses

tenencies

testacies

theocracies

totipotencies

transiencies

translucencies

transparencies

truancies

ultimacies

unconscientious(ly)

unscientific(ly)

