Avre Tu (Open Your [Closed Door])
Choreographer: Roni Siman Tov, 1983

Music: Traditional Ladino folk song   Singer: Yehoram Gaon

Notes by Phillip M. Feldman  13 Dec., 2014

This is a slow, two-part circle dance of difficulty level 2 or 2.5 on a scale of 1-5.

	
	Part 1: Start facing LOD (CCW around the circle) with hands joined.  The rhythmic structure of the first part of the dance consists of “frames”.  A frame is a structure of the form A-B-B-A.  In this case, “A” is a single, slow step, while “B” consists of two quick steps (or, more precisely, step-together-step) followed by a slow step.

	1
	A: Step forward with R.

	2-3
	B: Step forward with L-together-L and pause, i.e., step forward with L, close R to L, step forward with L, and pause for 1/2 count.

	4-5
	B: Drop hands and make a 3/4 turn to the right with R-together-R.

	6
	A: Step backwards with L.  Dancers now face the center and join hands again.

	
	Recapitulating the above, the rhythmic structure of counts 1-6 is slow, quick-quick-slow, quick-quick-slow, slow.

	 
	In the next phrase, the A-B-B-A structure is turned inside out.

	7-8
	B: Step backwards with R, immediately rock forward onto L, step forward with R, and pause for 1/2 count.

	9-10
	A-A: Step forwards with L and R.  Styling: Hop lightly on R and raise joined hands.  If there are only two dancers, they face one another and raise hands towards each other.

	11-12
	B: Travel backwards (out of the circle) with step-together-step and pause for 1/2 count.

	13-24
	Repeat 1-12.


	
	Transition: Dancers face center with hands joined.

	1-2
	Step to the right with R and pause.

	3-4
	Brush R to the left in a large half circle.

	5-6
	Step the left with L and pause for one count.

	
	

	
	Part 2: Dancers face center with hands initially joined.

	1-2
	Step to the right with R and cross L in front of R.

	3-4
	Make a 3-step turn to the right and pause for 1/2 count.  Styling: As one completes the turn, the outside hand (the left in this case) is raised, and fingers of both hands are snapped.

	
	5-8 are the mirror image of 1-4.

	5-6
	Step to the left with L and cross R in front of L.

	7-8
	Dropping hands, make a 3-step turn to the left and pause for 1/2 count.

	9-10
	Step to the right with R and touch L next to R, snapping fingers.

	11-12
	Step to the left with L and touch R next to L, snapping fingers.

	13-15
	Make a 3-step turn to the right with R-L-R, raising the outside hand (left) and snapping fingers on 15.

	16-18
	Make a 3-step turn to the left with L-R-L, raising the outside hand (right) and snapping fingers on 18.


