Debka Dayagim (1956)

Dance: Shalom Hermon       Music: Gil Aldema

Notes corrected by Phillip M. Feldman  Dec. 21, 2003

Dayagim and Debka Dayagim were created as part of a trilogy of dances for the "Hapoel" Sports Games in 1956.  The dances were made to display the life of Haifa as a harbor town.  Debka Dayagim was the dance of the longshoremen.  There were also a dance of girls selling fish in the market (which did not become a folkdance) and the couple dance Dayagim.

Formation: Line, join hands.

 Part 1: Face LOD (CCW).

  1-2    Take 2 running steps forward RL, bending down.

  3-8    Straighten body and take 3 step-hops forward, RLR.

  9-16   Reverse footwork of 1-8, i.e. start with left.

 Part 2: Face center.

  1-2    Step-hop on R in place and kick L forward.

  3-4    Step-hop on L in place and kick R backwards.

         Arms swing up on 1 and down again on 2.

  5-8    Same as 1-4, except that after kicking forward with L,
         swing it in front of R (travel to right).

 9-16    Repeat 1-8.

 Repeat part 1.

 Part 3: Face center.

  1-6    Double Tcherkessia, starting with R crossing in front of L.

  7-8    Step-hop on R in place or slightly forward.

  9-10   Step-hop on L, crossing the left in front of the right.

 11-12   Step-hop on R backwards.

 13-14   Step-hop on L to left side.

 15-16   Step-hop on R in place.

 17-18   Hop twice on R in place, touching with L in front of R on 17.

 19-20   Hop twice on R in place, touching with L behind R on 19.

 21-22   Jump on both feet and land on L.

         The structure of the dance is 1-2-1-3-1-2-1-3.

